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affairs of the State as much serious attention as they required,
Nizamu'1-Mulk in sheer disgust decided to leave the Court
for the Deccan. Being thwarted at every step by Court favour-
ites, he intended to resign the Vizierate. Being a prudent
person, however, he temporized and waited for a suitable
opportunity to carry out his design. According to the author
of the Siyanfl-Mutakheriri) the Emperor had already guessed
this resolution of Nizamu'1-Mulk and as he himself desired
to get rid of him, he heaped on him every conceivable favour.1
On the excuse of keeping bad health in Delhi and needing
change of air, Nizamu'1-Mulk got a few days leave of absence
to proceed on a hunting excursion to his Jagir. He went
about sixty or seventy miles from the Capital towards the
Ganges and from Soron, well-known for its abundance of
game, where he stayed for some time, he turned towards
Jalesar and Agra where he got intelligence of the disorders
caused by the Marathas in Gujerat and Malwa. Nizamu'l-
Mulk wrote to the Emperor asking his permission to go and
restore order in his Subahs and also explaining to him the
need for undertaking this unavoidable expedition. According
to Tarikh-i-Fathiyah) after getting a firman of permission from
the Emperor, Nizamu'1-Mulk started on his journey to the
South. The Marathas had already departed from Malwa
when they heard that Nizamu'1-Mulk had crossed the
Narbada. Near Sironj, Nizamu'1-Mulk received news from the
Deccan, warning him of the evil intentions of Mubariz Khan,
whose father-in-law, 'Inayatu'llah Khan, was the Khansaman
of the Emperor and held a position of considerable in-
fluence at the Court.2 Through him Mubariz Khan had

1 Khan Khan, vol. II, p. 457.

2 He was a native of Bukhara and his name was Khwaja Muhammad. He
came to India with his mother when he was a boy. Being capable and intelligent,
he obtained Government employment through Mirza Yar Khan, a man of
considerable influence at 'Alamgir's Court. His rise was assured when he was
made deputy to Sardar Khan Kotwal. He was made Bakhshi to Prince Kam-
baksh and served for long as faujdar in the Deccan and obtained the title of
Amanat Khan. During the reign of Bahadur Shah he was made chief-accountant
of the port of Surat by Mun'im Khan, who held very high opinion of him. On
the death of Ghaziu'd-DIn Khan Firuz Jang he was promoted to the Subedari
of Gujerat in 1710. During Jehandar's reign he was transferred to Malwa and
was given the title of Shahamat Jang. He was again sent to Gujerat where he
was superseded by Da*ud Khan ParmT. Farrukhsiyar sent him to the province
of Haiderabad where he was Nazim for nearly twelve years. He co-operated
whole-heartedly with Nizamu'l-Mulk after the latter had established his vice-
royalty in the Deccan in 1720. When Nizamu'1-Mulk became Wazir9 he hia-